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	Building Community Capacity 
Practitioners’ Network meeting 
‘Let’s Talk About Evidence’
Thursday 7th September 2017, 11.00-16.30

Birmingham Voluntary Service Council (BVSC)
138 Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6DR

PROGRAMME



	TIME
	TOPIC

	11:00 – 11:10
	Welcome

Kate Sibthorp and Clenton Farquharson MBE, National Co-production Advisory Group (NCAG)


	11:10 – 11.40

	Evidence matters

Caroline Speirs and Tim Parkin, TLAP

Caroline and Tim will set the scene by highlighting some of the work that TLAP is undertaking to make the case for investing in building community capacity.


	11.40 - 12.10

	A NICE approach to evidence
Beth Shaw, National Institute for Health & Care Excellence (NICE)
Beth will present NICE’s current work and thinking around evidence for community based approaches to care and support.


	12.10 - 12.40
	Creative Minds: Evidence as an enhancement, not a burden

Phil Walters and Debs Taylor, Creative Minds
Creative Minds has developed creative approaches to health and wellbeing through listening to people and developing partnerships with arts based community organisations. There will be particular reference to innovative but manageable approaches to gathering and using evidence of impact.

	12.40 - 13.10
	Six Innovations: Does evidence lead to investment?
Sian Lockwood, Community Catalysts
Sian will describe a number of innovative approaches to providing community based support and developing community enterprises. Sian will explore the context for evidence: who it is for, what counts as evidence, and its use and limits when making the case for funding and investment.


	13.10 - 14.00
	Lunch


	14.00 - 14.30
	People’s Voices: Stories, insight and conversations for a change
Gary Copitch, People’s Voice Media
In this session we will hear about how Community Reporters from across the UK use their stories and the stories of other people to provide insight into public services. The presentation will explore how these stories are collected, curated and used as ‘evidence’ to create conversations to influence change in policy, planning and services across the public sector.

	14.30 – 15.00
	Transforming communities

Nick Gardham, Company of Community Organisers and Ryan McCardo, Start Point
The Company of Community Organisers works with neighbourhoods to develop local leaders, or, ‘Community Organisers’ who can act as catalysts for resident led social action. Such is the success of this approach, the Office for Civil Society has set a target to significantly expand the movement by 2020. 

Starting Point is a social enterprise, which reinvests 100% of its profits into informal community learning. The organisation uses community organising as to help understand people’s loves and concerns and support them to make positive change. 


	15.00 - 15.45
	Group discussion 
What support would help to overcome the evidence paradox?


	15.45 - 16.25
	Ask the Panel
Reflections on the day and what can be done to create a robust, coherent, proportionate and sustainable evidence base?


	16.25 - 16.30
	Close
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